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Notices 

World Giving 

2021 World giving nomination forms are now available.  

Please have them returned to the office by the 1st October for the next PCC. If you would like 
to know more about our world giving there is information on our website or please ask us. 

Services are Sunday 10am indoors with communion and Sunday 4pm outside  

also Wednesday 9.30am in church 

Our 10am service is also streamed on Youtube 

The Church is left open for anyone to visit/pray on Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Sunday 

Morning Prayer Meeting – every Tuesday 9.30am 

A regular prayer meeting in church each week. 

Cuppa, Cake and Company 

Every Monday and Friday 10-11.30am. 

Coffee, tea, other drinks, cake and biscuits are available at no charge, donations only. 

Toddler Group 

Aims to start back on Tuesday September 28th at 9.30am. Booking essential as limited to 15 
adults and 15 children to start with. 

Youth Group 

Starts this week aged 11+ at the vicarage with Lucy and Nick at 4pm on Thursdays        
Other events will also be planned. Contact us for details. 

Meet & Eat 

Community meal for all in church  
Our next lunch is on Wednesday September 22nd 11.45am        

This currently runs twice a month on the second and fourth Wednesdays. 
Please book through the office and to let us know about any dietary requirements. 

0191 415 4200 
office@stgeorgesfatfield.co.uk 

 
A Poetic Prayer – Valley of Vision – To Be fit for God. 
 

THOU MAKER AND SUSTAINER OF ALL THINGS 
Day and night are thine, heaven and earth declare thy glory; 
  but I, a creature of thy power and bounty, 
    have sinned against thee by resisting the dictates of conscience, 
      the demands of thy law, the calls of thy gospel; 
  yet I live under the dispensation of a given hope. 
Deliver me from worldly dispositions, 
  for I am born from above and bound for glory. 
May I view and long after holiness as the beauty and dignity of the soul. 
Let me never slumber, never lose my assurance, 
  never fail to wear armour when passing through enemy land. 
Fit me for every scene and circumstance; 
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Stay my mind upon thee and turn my trials to blessings, 
  that they may draw out my gratitude and praise as I see their design and effects. 
Render my obedience to thy will holy, natural, and delightful. 
Rectify all my principles by clear, consistent, and influential views of divine truth. 
Let me never undervalue or neglect any part of thy revealed will. 
May I duly regard the doctrine and practice of the gospel, 
  prizing its commands as well as its promises. 
Sanctify me in every relation, office, transaction and condition of life, 
  that if I prosper I may not be unduly exalted, if I suffer I may not be over-sorrowful. 
Balance my mind in all varying circumstances 
  and help me to cultivate a disposition that renders every duty a spiritual privilege. 
Thus may I be content, be a glory to thee and an example to others.   

  
Readings and prayers for week of September 20th        

Monday 
 

Read – Ezra 1 v1-4 
1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfil the word of the LORD spoken by 
Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout his 
realm and also to put it in writing: 
2 ‘This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: 
‘“The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed 
me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. 3 Any of his people among you may go up to 
Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple of the LORD, the God of Israel, the God who is in 
Jerusalem, and may their God be with them. 4 And in any locality where survivors may now be 
living, the people are to provide them with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with 
freewill offerings for the temple of God in Jerusalem.”’ 
 
 

Pray that the Lord will open your heart and mind to the scriptures this week and grow in faith 
and hope and love as you read them 
 

Think :  What does Cyrus, a pagan King do for Israel? Where do you think they acquired their 
wealth? How do you feel about wealth from a pagan nation, acquired through conquest or 
taken from conquered people by the King of Persia, being used to build the temple of God. cf 
Chapter 6 v8 & 7v15-17 – from royal treasury. What does this tell you about redeeming 
money taken through questionable methods by others being given to use by God’s people for 
worship and construction? What modern day examples could you give of money being 
‘redeemed’ for good? What does this all show about the way God works? Can you think of 
people who are not Christian who support Christian mission and ministry. 
 

Give thanks that we have support for our mission and ministry from outside of our church as 
well as inside. 

Pray for wisdom as we approach funders for our building project and for Anna writing 
applications. Pray that we would ‘redeem’ much wealth for good purposes to serve the needy. 

Give thanks for answered prayer, for Peter (from another church) who has done an annexe 
project like ours who is helping guide us through the process and for Bob Cooper who has 
helped us get the plans recommended with the diocese. 

Pray for the architect and engineers working on the technical designs for the new annexe. 
Pray for our fund raising and grant applications, specially the four already submitted.  
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Give thanks that the DAC has now recommended the proposals to the chancellor, with a 
suitable provision of archaeological supervision when ground works are done. 

Pray that the ‘cuppa cake and company’ this morning.  

Ask the Lord to humble this nation so people would repent and find life through His church as 
it proclaims the gospel. Pray that Christians would be bold in proclaiming the gospel. 

Continue to pray that a new church warden would step forward in faith to help lead. 

Give thanks for answered prayer about situations in the churchyard where ‘illegal’ items have 
been added and the chancellor is intervening, particularly the meeting last week. 

Pray for the Middle East. Open Doors writes, ‘Local contacts report that many Muslims across 
the Arabian Peninsula are seeking the Saviour. Give thanks for this move of the Spirit and 
pray that God will cause the scales to fall from the eyes of those who are looking for Him, so 
they can see the truth of who Christ is.’ 

Pray: Lord Jesus, we come before you today asking you to bring calmness to our loved ones 
who are terminally ill. Remind them of your love as they go through this challenging time. 
Please help them to be faithful to the end.  Remove anything that will bring fear and 
uncertainty in their hearts. As they fight this battle, remind them that they’re not alone. 
You’re holding them in the palm of your hand. When the time comes for them to depart from 
this world, usher them into your presence so that they can enjoy your glory.  In Jesus’ name, 
we believe and pray, Amen. 

Tuesday 
 

Read – 2 Corinthians 4 v1-5 
Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2 Rather, 
we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort 
the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to 
everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 
those who are perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that 
they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God. 5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus’ sake 
 

Think : Why might Paul lose heart regarding a church or his ministry? What is he determined 
to do. Why might there be temptation to use deception or ‘distort’ the word of God to grow 
churches? How do churches nowadays water down Christian truth to look relevant and avoid 
conflict? What does Paul teach us about the consequences of twisting biblical truths to suit 
our own ends? What must be the priority for leaders? How can you be tempted to avoid hard 
truths of Christianity? How can you be stronger in upholding them graciously and wisely? 
 

Thank God for the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ 

Pray that we would never avoid hard truths, but always teach them with love and grace. 

Pray for those to whom the gospel is currently veiled, that they would see Jesus.  

Pray for the Afghan situation. Pray that those with guns would act wisely and that any Taliban 
atrocities and oppression would meet justice. Pray that the gospel goes out in that nation. 

Give thanks that so far virus rates have somewhat stabilised. Pray that children would be 
protected and vaccines do no harm. 

Pray for the nation of India today. 

Pray for those grieving or fearful of family members dying, that they know God’s peace. 
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Pray for our services, that people would return to those we have chosen to continue for now, 
even if different to what they used to be. Give thanks for the Wednesday morning service. 

Pray for those suffering with injuries or ill health, especially those known to us. 

Give thanks for the answered prayer for the humbling generosity by many to help us reach 
the first milestone of the Annexe fundraising. Pray for the 4th grant application in last week. 

Pray for those working from home still. Pray against loneliness and isolation. 

Pray for Sunderland Environmental health who might be watching our lunch club tomorrow. 

Pray: Dear Lord, thank You for your forgiving nature. I pray today that you will forgive Your 
people from abandoning You. Lord we need You and I pray in the Name of Jesus that You will 
revive us and that we may call upon Your name again. I pray that You will spiritually awake 
all of the people on Your land that they may know You as their Lord and personal saviour, 
Amen. 

 

Wednesday 

Read – Acts 20 v7-12 
7 On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people 
and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight. 8 There were 
many lamps in the upstairs room where we were meeting. 9 Seated in a window was a young 
man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and on. When he 
was sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third storey and was picked up dead. 10 Paul 
went down, threw himself on the young man and put his arms round him. ‘Don’t be alarmed,’ 
he said. ‘He’s alive!’ 11 Then he went upstairs again and broke bread and ate. After talking 
until daylight, he left. 12 The people took the young man home alive and were greatly 
comforted. 
 
 

Think: What does this story say to you about Who God is? Why do you think this happened as 
Paul preached the gospel and discipled people in the church? What does this tell us about how 
important both Paul and God saw deep discipleship? How would you feel if you lived through 
this story at its different stages? How would you respond to God at the end? 

Give thanks that God is a God of miracles. 

Pray that we would grow in our desire to be discipled and enable discipleship and evangelism. 

Pray that we would get our sharing of communion right given the COVID levels. 

Pray for our going through the formal ‘environmental health’ registration process that we can 
get everything in order, especially the records of doing things, so we get a good rating. 

Pray for the persecuted Church in Tunisia and Mali 

Pray for those facing domestic abuse. Pray there would be support for those in need.  

Pray for those Bishops who are balancing holding the church together while upholding truth.  

Pray for Bishop Paul and the senior staff as they lead the diocese, for wisdom and grace. 

Pray for those working in hospitals and care homes. 

Pray for those working in hospitals, especially front line staff. Pray for good efficiency. 

Ask God that church leaders would be strengthened, to be inspired for the future and would 
be bold and wise in proclaiming Jesus to our community effectively. 

Pray : All-powerful God, please strengthen our children against peer pressure at school. May 
they not follow the crowd into foolishness and sin but stand firm in righteousness. May they 
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consistently choose the right and turn away from the wrong. Bless them with wisdom in their 
choices. And bless them with wisdom concerning whom they choose for friends. May they 
mutually encourage each other toward obedience, excellence, and moral character. Amen. 
 
Thursday 

Read – Mark 13 v14-23 
14 ‘When you see “the abomination that causes desolation” standing where it does not 
belong – let the reader understand – then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains. 15 Let no one on the housetop go down or enter the house to take anything 
out. 16 Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak. 17 How dreadful it will be in those 
days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 18 Pray that this will not take place in 
winter, 19 because those will be days of distress unequalled from the beginning, when God 
created the world, until now – and never to be equalled again. 
20 ‘If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for the sake of the 
elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened them. 21 At that time if anyone says to you, 
“Look, here is the Messiah!” or, “Look, there he is!” do not believe it. 22 For false messiahs 
and false prophets will appear and perform signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even 
the elect. 23 So be on your guard; I have told you everything in advance. 
 

Think : Many believe the ‘abomination’ was the Roman desecration and destruction of the 
Temple in AD 70. Why do you think that is? It is true that at that time, many Christians fled 
Jerusalem and therefore survived and the Church grew from those people in Judea. What 
does this teach us about God’s plans in the face of Evil. What do you think ‘False Messiahs’ 
might look like back then? What might they look like today? how might they lead the church 
astray? What might tempt you to go astray? What will help you ‘be on your guard’? 
 

Praise God that his prophecies give guidance to the church both then and now. 

Give thanks to God for the visions given to people many years ago about a glass box on the 
front of the church and separately a ‘glass link’ to the care home. If they do refer to our new 
annexe, pray we would get ever more confirmation. 

Pray that we would be wise to the signs of the age and act appropriately. 

Pray for those who come for baptism, that they would know salvation comes by faith. 

Pray for our church youth group planned to start this evening at 4pm. Pray for the school 
lunch club starting at midday. Pray both would reach out and build up in Jesus name. 

Pray for those work in food production and building materials production, that shortages 
would soon end. Pray that we would not experience the severe inflation of the past. 

Pray for the annexe fundraising that the Lord would move the hearts of people in our 
community, the grants gone in, trusts we are applying to and others who might help fund it.  

Pray for missionaries around the world. Pray that more of us would be better missionaries in 
our locality. Pray for Christians in their work places that they would be bold and radically 
more loving as they live out their Christian faith. 

Pray for churches that run foodbanks, homeless shelters, schools and other social action 
projects, that in them Christ would be made known. Pray for our ministries to serve others. 

Pray for those fleeing warzones. Pray for those who are in hiding from the Taliban. Pray for 
nations hosting literally millions of refugees and richer countries to be more generous.  

Pray for Open doors, the Christian charity that serves the persecuted church worldwide. They 
write: Saudi Arabia: The number of people struggling with depression is up to three times 
higher here than the global average. Ask God to reach those struggling with loneliness and 
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deep sadness, and pray for Arabic speaking Christians who are trained counsellors to be 
called to minister to those suffering depression. 

Pray : Heavenly Father, Your Word declares that I must forget the former things and not 
dwell on the past. So God, I thank You for doing something new thing in my life and helping 
me to move forward. Help me to understand that this new way is good, and that it is from 
You. I know that You are making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland. So, 
Father, I will not dwell on my past, but I will focus on fulfilling Your plan for my future. In 
Christ Jesus our Lord, Amen. 
 

Friday 
 

Read – Haggai 1 v7-11 
7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Give careful thought to your ways. 8 Go up into the 
mountains and bring down timber and build my house, so that I may take pleasure in it and 
be honoured,’ says the LORD. 9 ‘You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What 
you brought home, I blew away. Why?’ declares the LORD Almighty. ‘Because of my house, 
which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with your own house. 10 Therefore, because of 
you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops. 11 I called for a drought on 
the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the olive oil and everything else the 
ground produces, on people and livestock, and on all the labour of your hands.’ 
 
 

Think : Why do you think the Lord is saying, ‘Give careful thought to your ways’? What is 
God’s priority here? Why is He concerned that the temple is a ruin while everyone else is 
building nice homes for themselves? What has been the consequences? In Christ, the Lord’s 
temple is built out of his people, a living temple, what way do we sometimes neglect to build 
God’s temple and focus on our own priorities? While a church building project is not building 
God’s temple, I was struck that this passage was set literally straight after I found out we had 
been given a recommendation by the DAC for our annexe and applying for the faculty. How 
might the new annexe enable us better to build God’s temple in Jesus? How might the 
warnings challenge our priorities in mission. 
 
Praise God that he is building a living temple made of people living in faith in Jesus Christ  

Pray that while many of us are convinced that the vision of the new annexe is from God and 
will be a major blessing to our community and our mission here, that we never forget to 
prioritise that mission of making Jesus known and serving others. 

Pray that we would not prioritise our own homes or lives either, but ensure we put Jesus first. 

Give thanks for the finances of the church. While we are doing a massive fundraising for a 
project that can transform the community and promote the gospel, pray we continue to have 
enough for the day to day expenses and that people give generously to both. 

Pray for grace for those in youth work and working on the streets with vulnerable people. 

Pray for we would get even better at welcoming new people to the church and go out of our 
way to get to know those who we do not know. 

Pray for Tibet, Taiwan, Montenegro and Sudan 

Pray for those in healthcare whop are exhausted and fearful of an even harder Winter. 

Ask God to guide you in how to view ‘church’. Pray Christ would help us to have unity in the 
gospel as we consider all our options and come to terms with the reality that Covid is now 
endemic and that over time, most of us will catch it. Pray vaccines mitigate it effectively. 

Pray : Oh Lord, I thank You for being the creator of motivation and determination. So Father, 
I pray that although it seems hard at times, I will remember that You in Your mercy have 
made a way for me. Nothing is impossible with You; therefore, I choose not to give up. I 
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choose to not be shaken by what I see or feel in the moment. So Lord, I thank You Lord for 
motivation, determination, compassion and Your divine nature, Amen. 
 

Saturday 

Read – Psalm 68 v3-6 
3 But may the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 
    may they be happy and joyful. 
4 Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, 
    extol him who rides on the clouds]; 
    rejoice before him – his name is the LORD. 
5 A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, 
    is God in his holy dwelling. 
6 God sets the lonely in families,  
    he leads out the prisoners with singing; 
    but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land. 
 

Think : Dwell on this Psalm. What makes you truly happy and Glad? How do you respond to 
God when feeling that way? What do we learn about who God is? How can you as individuals 
be the hands that enable some of these things?  

Praise God that our true Joy can be found in him alone. 

Pray that you would live a righteous life by faith in Jesus Christ and serve those in need. 

Pray that we would rejoice in church and elsewhere as we sing God’s praises. 

Thank God that the gospel is for all people of all backgrounds, faiths and races. Pray that we 
would become a more diverse, yet biblically faithful church. 

Pray for the Church of England, that it might be renewed and focus on the job of proclaiming 
Jesus in and out of church and trust Jesus.  

Pray for local residents who have joined us at our events and activities, that they would begin 
to come regularly to feed on spiritual food. Give thanks for our volunteers showing God’s love 

Pray for the nations of Jordan, Liberia, Cambodia and Suriname. 

Pray for those who face racism. Pray against unhelpful ideologies that actually cause division. 

Pray for Sunday services being prepared and Ben as he prepares the talk. 

Pray for those we have built a good relationship with that many would come to a saving faith 
in Jesus and join the church. Pray we would all keep ‘going out’. 

Pray for all those who are thinking about faith, that they would find Jesus. 

Pray : God All-Sufficient (Valley of Vision) 

O LORD OF GRACE, 
The world is before me this day and I am weak and fearful, 
  but I look to thee for strength; 
If I venture forth alone I stumble and fall, 
  but on the Beloved’s arms I am firm as the eternal hills; 
If left to the treachery of my heart, I shall shame thy Name, 
  but if enlightened, guided, upheld by thy Spirit, I shall bring thee glory. 
Be thou my arm to support, my strength to stand, my light to see, 
        my feet to run, my shield to protect, my sword to repel, my sun to warm. 
To enrich me will not diminish thy fullness; 
All thy loving kindness is in thy Son, I bring him to thee in the arms of faith, 



8 
 

I urge his saving Name as the One who died for me. 
I plead his blood to pay my debts of wrong. 
Accept his worthiness for my unworthiness, his sinlessness for my transgressions, 
  his purity for my uncleanness, his sincerity for my guile, 
  his truth for my deceits, his meekness for my pride, 
  his constancy for my backslidings, his love for my enmity, 
  his fullness for my emptiness, his faithfulness for my treachery, 
  his obedience for my lawlessness, his glory for my shame, 
  his devotedness for my waywardness, his holy life for my unchaste ways, 
  his righteousness for my dead works, his death for my life. 
 

Sunday 
 

Read – James 5 v13-16 
13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of 
praise. 14 Is anyone among you ill? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them 
and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make 
the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be 
forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you 
may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. 
 

Think: What do you learn about prayer here? How can this practical advice be put into 
practice in a small church? When do you pray? What do you pray for? How can you develop 
your prayer life so that it goes beyond the immediate needs of the day?  

Give thanks that the Lord hears prayers irrespective of how you are feeling 

Pray that we would be a prayerful people of God at St George’s 

Pray that you would be faithful in prayer, knowing the forgiveness of God. 

Pray that you would grow in the grace of forgiving others. 

Pray for Chris our warden and Lorraine and Jo-Anne in the office. Pray for the PCC 

Give thanks for the work with young people that has restarted, pray we would see real 
growth at both of our services as more people join us and pray many come to faith. 

Pray for those working as missionaries in dangerous places. Pray for persecuted Christians. 

Pray for our other groups, home groups, study groups, evangelism, youth group, toddlers. 

Pray for those struggling with addictions and/or loneliness. 

Pray that our outdoor service bears Christ’s witness to many people outside the church today. 

Give thanks that vaccines have broken the link between COVID and death. Pray for 
generosity in sharing vaccines around the world and that more would be produced globally. 

Pray for those who feel discouraged today, that they would know the resurrection hope. 

Pray for churches across the world that struggle for good leaders. 

Pray for the future of the Church of England, that it might be renewed and transformed by 
the Spirit and return to its biblical roots given by Cranmer and the reformers. 

Pray: Oh Lord, I thank You for being the creator of motivation and determination. So Father, 
I pray that although it seems hard at times, I will remember that You in Your mercy have 
made a way for me. Nothing is impossible with You; therefore, I choose not to give up. I 
choose to not be shaken by what I see or feel in the moment. So Lord, I thank You Lord for 
motivation, determination, compassion and Your divine nature, Amen. 


