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Notices 

For those who feel able, we continue to meet on Sunday 10am and Wednesday 1pm 

Our services are streamed on Youtube, Facebook & Zoom 

Morning Prayer takes place online only, Monday-Wednesday at 9.30am 

The Church is open for all to visit for prayer on Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Sunday, but 
in lockdown people preparing lunches for young people are there from 10am to 1.30pm 

Please remember social distancing/face covering regulations and rules prohibiting “mingling” 

Our outdoor worship will restart on Mothering Sunday, 14th March, at 4pm 

Coffee on Zoom 

11am every Sunday 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89810440350?pwd=YzM2U3FZeVRxSm85VWsvSjJ0aStRdz09 

Meeting ID: 898 1044 0350   Passcode: 716401 

Lunch Club (delivery) 

Weekly Hot meal for local elderly, vulnerable and isolated people. 
Our next lunch is on Wednesday February 10th        

 
If you would like one, contact us to book and let us know about any dietary requirements. 

We aim to deliver between 12-12.30pm 
0191 415 4200 

office@stgeorgesfatfield.co.uk 
 
A Poetic Prayer – Valley of Vision – Love to Jesus  
 
LORD JESUS, 
If I love thee my soul shall seek thee, 
      but can I seek thee unless my love to thee is kept alive to this end? 
Do I love thee because thou art good, and canst alone do me good? 
It is fitting thou shouldest not regard me, for I am vile and selfish; 
yet I seek thee, and when I find thee there is no wrath to devour me, but only sweet love. 
Thou dost stand as a rock between the scorching sun and my soul, 
  and I live under the cool lee-side as one elect. 
When my mind acts without thee it spins nothing but deceit and delusion; 
When my affections act without thee nothing is seen but dead works. 
O how I need thee to abide in me, for I have no natural eyes to see thee, 
  but I live by faith in one whose face to me is brighter than a thousand suns! 
When I see that all sin is in me, all shame belongs to me; 
  let me know that all good is in thee, all glory is thine. 
Keep me from the error of thinking thou dost appear gloriously when some strange light fills 
my heart, as if that were the glorious activity of grace, 
  but let me see that the truest revelation of thyself is when thou dost eclipse all my personal 
glory and all the honour, pleasure and good of this world. 
The Son breaks out in glory when he shows himself as one who outshines all creation, 
  makes men poor in spirit, and helps them to find their good in him. 
Grant that I may distrust myself, to see my all in thee. 
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Readings and prayers for week of February 8th     

Monday 

Read – Genesis 1 v1-5 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the waters. 
3 And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and 

he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light ‘day’, and the darkness he 
called ‘night’. And there was evening, and there was morning – the first day. 

 
Think : Genesis is a poetic picture, not a scientific text book, telling about God, humanity and 
creation. What do we learn about God here? How does this introduce the idea of the three 
persons of God? What is striking about the way God creates? Clearly a ‘day’ is not a 24 hour 
period as it was before the sun is mentioned, but how do these themes of light and dark, day 
and night flow through the whole bible? Read John 1. How does Jesus pick up these themes? 
What do they mean for you? How can you see the light when feeling you are in darkness? 

Praise God that he created the universe. Dwell on its enormity and praise the Lord for who he 
is. Thank God for the light that we see in Jesus. 

Pray that the Lord would shine light into our world so more people would see the darkness 
and step into the light of Christ. 

Pray for yourself, that when you feel in dark places that you would be reminded of God’s light 

Pray for the nation, for patience through this lockdown. Pray that our fellowship would thrive, 
despite all the limits in place. Pray that the church would grow in community recognition. 

Pray for front line staff in hospitals dealing with circumstances that are very difficult. Pray the 
decline in hospital numbers would continue. Give thanks that the peak has passed.  

Ask the Lord to humble this nation so people would repent and find life through His church as 
it proclaims the gospel. Pray that Christians would work to transform society for good. 

Pray for the ongoing logistics of vaccine roll outs. Pray for patience and wisdom and restraint 
when it comes to ‘vaccine nationalism’. Pray for massively increased supply globally. 

Pray for those who are suffering with depression and grief. 

Pray about structural inequalities that exist in the UK and globally. 

Pray for the nation of the Bulgaria. 

Pray for the team making lunches for young people for energy, safety and encouragements 
they continue to run this ministry. Give thanks for the link with Washington C Food Project. 

Pray : Heavenly Father, thank you that your grace is beyond measure. Throughout eternity, 
you have been working for my good and the good of all your people. May I know your power 
and grace to overcome the obstacles in my life. May the things that stand in my way become 
examples of your limitless power. Clothe me with power as I live my life in your righteous 
name. May I prosper and bring you glory on the earth. May I be steadfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Tuesday 

Read – Ecclesiastes 7 v15-20 
15 In this meaningless life of mine I have seen both of these: 
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the righteous perishing in their righteousness, 
    and the wicked living long in their wickedness. 
16 Do not be over-righteous, neither be overwise –  why destroy yourself? 
17 Do not be overwicked,  and do not be a fool –  why die before your time? 
18 It is good to grasp the one   and not let go of the other. 
    Whoever fears God will avoid all extremes.  

19 Wisdom makes one wise person more powerful than ten rulers in a city. 
20 Indeed, there is no one on earth who is righteous, 
    no one who does what is right and never sins. 
 
Think : The writer of Ecclesiastes is reflecting on life before knowing God (hence 
meaningless), but in particular here seems unjust? It is true to say, that sometimes the 
wicked prosper and good people suffer. How does having an understanding of eternal justice 
and heaven help you deal with that? What do you think it means to be ‘over-righteous’ or 
‘over-wise’? Why might that destroy someone? What is wisdom? How can you gain it? How 
does v20 help you to understand the world? How is Jesus the solution? Do you ever wonder 
what life is about? How does having a relationship with Christ mean life is never meaningless? 
 
Pray for those that currently see life as meaningless, that they would find life in Jesus. 

Pray for wisdom and that you would understand the signs of our times and the problem of sin 

Thank God that the ‘wicked’ will never prosper in eternity unless they repent and believe. 

Pray that if new vaccines become needed for any new COVID virus variants they would be 
made available where they are needed swiftly. 

Pray for the Army, Navy and Airforce who serve the country, especially in global uncertainty. 

Pray for your family, or others with families who do not know Jesus. 

Pray for the nation of Bolivia today. 

Pray for scientists, doctors, nurses and companies involved in healthcare around the world, 
that their efforts to treat people would be effective, especially increasing non CV-19 needs. 

Pray for children and students as they work from home isolated from friends and wider family 

Ask God that church leaders would be strengthened to continue through the winter and would 
be bold and wise in proclaiming Jesus to our community effectively. 

Give thanks for the volunteers at St George’s. pray that more would join to serve as people 
feel safer after vaccinations and as the virus finally begins to be defeated. 

Pray : Everlasting Father, thank you that you are strong and true, abounding in love for me. 
As I face obstacles that seem insurmountable, please show your power and give me victory 
and success. For all the days of my life, I ask that you will give me the strength I need to run 
the race set before me. I pray that my life would be a testimony of your grace and love. Give 
me the strength to endure, the power to overcome and the peace to be content in every 
circumstance. To you be all the praise and honour. Amen. 
 
Wednesday 

Read – Titus 1 v10-14 
10 For there are many rebellious people, full of meaningless talk and deception, 
especially those of the circumcision group. 11 They must be silenced, because they are 
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disrupting whole households by teaching things they ought not to teach – and that for 
the sake of dishonest gain. 12 One of Crete’s own prophets has said it: ‘Cretans are 
always liars, evil brutes, lazy gluttons.’ 13 This saying is true. Therefore rebuke them 
sharply, so that they will be sound in the faith 14 and will pay no attention to Jewish 
myths or to the merely human commands of those who reject the truth. 
 
Think: Why do you think the rebellious people are full of meaningless talk and deception? 
Where do we see that in society? Where do we see it in the national church? Where do you 
see it in your own life? In a world where people are ‘no-platformed’ for having unpopular 
views, what is the danger of silencing certain views? Why would we want to ‘silence’ (false) 
teachings in the church? What was their motivation? How can you better pay ‘no attention to 
merely human commands’ rather that God’s truth? How can we tell the difference? 

Pray that those who wish to deceive the church would be shown up in their error. Pray for 
Christians who have been misled by such false teachings and meaningless talk. 

Pray for boldness for church leaders, that they would, in love, speak out against error. 

Pray against apathy and laziness that could easily set in during this lockdown. 

Pray that our conversations would be full of grace, truth, hope and light 

Pray for business owners dealing with both the pandemic lockdown and red tape when it 
comes to importing and exporting. Pray especially for the issue over the N I Protocol. 

Pray for the persecuted Christians of North Korea and all those impoverished by corruption. 

Pray for those Bishops who are balancing holding the church together while upholding truth. 

Pray for the weekly lunch club running in delivery only mode. Give thanks for volunteers. 

Pray for Bishop Paul and the senior staff as they lead the diocese. For wisdom and grace. 

Pray for those facing domestic abuse. Pray there would be support for those in need.  

Pray for God to call people into church leadership roles. Pray for a new treasurer. 

Pray : Loving Father, thank you that you are my creator, you made me and you love me. As I 
feel overwhelmed with the barriers that stand in my way, may my eyes be lifted to behold 
your power and glory. You are the God who holds the stars in your hand and yet you reach 
down to bless me. May I see your all-conquering power at work. May I rejoice in your glorious 
victory, may I praise your majestic name. May I live as your beloved child, receiving your 
everlasting kindness. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Thursday 

Read – Genesis 2 v15-20 
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take 
care of it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree 
in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.’ 

18 The LORD God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper 
suitable for him.’ 

19 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the 
birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and 
whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave 
names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals. 
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Think – Why do you think the Lord says, ‘it is not good for man to be alone’? When do you 
enjoy being on your own? When not? Why not? Paul talks about singleness as being a 
blessing, how does that fit with this passage? Why is community important as an antidote for 
loneliness? How can the church be a better ‘family’? How can we better serve single/ widowed 
people? Humanity was given the talk of stewarding creation (as opposed to consuming it), 
beginning with the man’s role in naming the animals. How is that role to be seen today? How 
can you better steward creation in the way you live? 

Pray for single/widowed people, that they would find fellowship and friendship in church.  

Pray for those in new relationships that they would be wise and godly and be faithful to 
Christ’s teaching regarding sex and marriage. 

Pray for those who are married, that we would be faithful to our marriage vows and be better 
at welcoming in and showing hospitality to those one their own. 

Pray that the church would reflect on the pandemic and learn better how to be ‘church’. 

Pray that the Lord would raise up amongst us evangelists and gospel teachers. 

Pray for churches that run foodbanks, homeless shelters, schools and other social action 
projects, that in them Christ would be made known. Pray for our ministries to serve others. 

Pray for wisdom as we begin to plan Lent and Easter, that we would bless our community and 
make Jesus Christ crucified and risen known to many people. 

Praise God that the new Annexe planning application is continuing. Pray for the council as 
they (hopefully) make a decision. Pray for the fundraising and grant applications. 

Pray for the world to be changed for good. Pray for nations where there is persecution and 
oppression. Pray for refugees and those trying to cross open seas to find a better life. 

Pray again for care workers and social workers along with hospital staff. Pray for counsellors 
working with mental health. Pray for those with illnesses who cannot get treatment. 

Pray: Powerful Father, thank you that you are my rock and redeemer. You are the God of 
reconciliation. When I am in a situation and I cannot see a solution, remind me that nothing 
is beyond your reconciling power. May I know your affection and find encouragement that 
you will never let me go. At the cross, Jesus won the ultimate victory over Satan, sin and 
death. May I live in the freedom that has been won through that victory. When I face 
setbacks, I ask that you would turn failure into triumph and pain into praise. Amen. 
 
Friday 

Read – Psalm 31 
1 In you, LORD, I have taken refuge; 
    let me never be put to shame; 
    deliver me in your righteousness. 
2 Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my rescue; 
be my rock of refuge, a strong fortress to save me. 
3 Since you are my rock and my fortress, 
    for the sake of your name lead and guide me. 
4 Keep me free from the trap that is set for me, 
    for you are my refuge. 
5 Into your hands I commit my spirit; 
    deliver me, LORD, my faithful God. 
 
Think : David is under attack from friends and enemies, given this context, how does his 
words strike you hear about his faith and hope? What is his desire? Where is his confidence? 
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Have you ever felt trapped, or in a place where someone is trying to trap you? How did you 
respond? How would this psalm change that next time? Have you ever been shamed or 
humiliated? Why does asking God to deliver you in his righteousness help? Jesus uses the 
words of verse 5 on the cross, what does it teach us about his trust even in the face of death? 
Given your experience of COVID, what does this psalm teach you about trials, life and death? 

Pray for those who feel trapped in their homes right now, that they would find peace. Pray for 
those being attacked, undermined and falsely accused, that they would be encouraged. 

Pray that we would all see God as our rock and fortress in this time of trial. 

Pray for confidence in God because Jesus put his spirit into his father’s hands at the cross. 

Pray for our children’s ministry, much of which has been on hold through this pandemic as we 
do not have the skills or people to do great online kids work. 

Pray for Washington Community Food Project. Pray for local counsellors. Pray for the 
government as they plan an industrial policy to rebuild the economy and may it help society. 

Pray vaccine rollout continues to accelerate and supplies are produced even faster but 
correctly. Pray for new vaccines that are going through the approval process. 

Pray to God to end persecution, civil war, corruption and greed. 

Pray for those who have lost jobs and that more new jobs would be created as the way the 
world works continues to be turned upside down. Pray for people to show grace. 

Ask God to guide you in how to view ‘church’. Pray that as we head through 2021 that we 
would know how we can meet as church in a united way and not dwell on preferences or what 
has changed. Pray Christ would help us to have unity in the gospel. 

Pray: Heavenly Father, I thank you that, through the blood of Jesus, all my sin has been 
forgiven. Therefore I can pray to you with confidence that you will hear me and act in my 
defence. Break down any obstacle that stands in the path you have planned for me. Your love 
is amazing and never runs dry, I ask that you would pour it out abundantly into my life. Your 
ways are unsearchable Lord, let me trust that you are directing my steps and your strength is 
all I need. To you, the Sovereign King, be all glory. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Saturday 

Read – Genesis 35 v1-5 
Then God said to Jacob, ‘Go up to Bethel and settle there, and build an altar there to 
God, who appeared to you when you were fleeing from your brother Esau.’ 

2 So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, ‘Get rid of the foreign 
gods you have with you, and purify yourselves and change your clothes. 3 Then come, 
let us go up to Bethel, where I will build an altar to God, who answered me in the day 
of my distress and who has been with me wherever I have gone.’ 4 So they gave Jacob 
all the foreign gods they had and the rings in their ears, and Jacob buried them under 
the oak at Shechem. 5 Then they set out, and the terror of God fell on the towns all 
around them so that no one pursued them. 

Think : What do you know of the story of Jacob and Esau? Why did he flee Esau? Why do you 
think siblings act in jealousy and selfishness? Have you ever experienced that? How did you 
respond? Why do you think Jacob’s household had so many ‘foreign gods’? What does Jacob 
do with them? Why do you think he did that? What happened to the towns around him? Why 
was God doing this? Do ever wish those who want to see your downfall become terrified of 
God? Are you ever terrified of God? If so why? If not, why not? Do you have foreign ‘gods’ in 
your life that you need to bury? Do you have any family members (or neighbours/friends) 
you need to be reconciled with? How might you do that? 
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Pray for those you have fallen out with. Ask God to give you the grace to forgive them. Pray 
for where you have hurt others and ask God to give you the grace to repent and apologise. 

Pray for those Christians being pursued by police or authorities for their faith. Pray that they 
would trust God and those bent of harm would know the terror of God. 

Confess where you worship ‘foreign gods’, those things you trust in before Jesus, and hand 
them over to God spiritually speaking to be buried. 

Pray for those living in under the military coup in Myanmar/Burma. 

Pray for division and conflicts within the EU, that despite its failings it would be a force for 
peace, prosperity and human rights across the world, including China and Russia. 

Pray that Christ’s reputation would be magnified through everything that we do. 

Pray for local community, that they would act with integrity and support our mission here. 

Pray for nations where poverty is rampant and the CV-19 has made it worse. Pray for the 
millions unemployed globally and those losing jobs each week. 

Pray for the Church of England, that it might be renewed and get back to the job of 
proclaiming Jesus in and out of church and trust Jesus.  

Pray for local residents and church members that we would build relationships. 

Pray for the nations of Monaco, Algeria, Tunisia and Iceland. 

Pray for people who are suffering racism and oppression. Pray for more enlightened attitudes. 
Pray against extremism in all its forms. 

Pray for Sunday service being prepared. 

Pray : The Convicting Spirit 

THOU BLESSED SPIRIT, AUTHOR OF ALL GRACE AND COMFORT, 
Come, work repentance in my soul;  
Represent sin to me in its odious colours that I may hate it; 
Melt my heart by the majesty and mercy of God; 
Show me my ruined self and the help there is in him; 
Teach me to behold my Creator, his ability to save,  
  his arms outstretched, his heart big for me. 
May I confide in his power and love, commit my soul to him without reserve, 
  bear his image, observe his laws, pursue his service, 
  and be through time and eternity a monument to the efficacy of his grace,  
  a trophy of his victory. 
Make me willing to be saved in his way, perceiving nothing in myself, but all in Jesus: 
Help me not only to receive him but to walk in him, depend upon him, 
  commune with him, be conformed to him, follow him, imperfect, but still pressing forward, 
  not complaining of labour, but valuing rest,  
  not murmuring under trials, but thankful for my state. 
Give me that faith which is the means of salvation, 
 and the principle and medium of all godliness; 
May I be saved by grace through faith, live by faith, feel the joy of faith, do the work of faith. 
Perceiving nothing in myself, may I find in Christ wisdom,  

righteousness, sanctification, redemption. 
 
Sunday 
 
Read – 2 Peter 1 v16-21 
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16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eye-witnesses of his majesty. 17 He 
received honour and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the 
Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased.’ 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with 
him on the sacred mountain. 

19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will 
do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns 
and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no 
prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For 
prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

Think: Why do you think Peter writes about being an eye witness? From what he writes, how 
does it help you think about scripture? What does he teach us about God? What does he 
teach us about how we receive God’s message? The bible is quite unusual in religious 
literature in that it includes lots of stories that are difficult to understand and events and 
people that are far from God’s purposes. How does actually help us to believe in the 
historicity of the bible? How does it help you believe in Jesus? 

Pray that you would accept the message of the scripture about Christ in its fulness, even 
those parts you do not like or find hard to understand. Pray for wisdom. 

Pray that you would get better at teaching and explaining the eye-witness accounts of Jesus. 

Pray that the Holy Spirit would raise up prophetic voices that people would hear and believe. 

Pray that the church would look past the buildings and traditions and see the glory of Christ. 

Pray against people making novel and unbiblical interpretations of texts that lead to sin. 

Pray that God’s sovereignty would be evident to all in this global pandemic. 

Pray for those who feel discouraged today. 

Pray for the nations of Turkey, Cyprus and Greece. Pray for the Christians there. 

Pray for St George’s church family, that we would remain united in the gospel. Pray for 
wisdom as we plan for the future. Pray for graciousness and unity.  

Pray God might raise up more young people to serve and lead and preach. 

Pray that the church would be transformed for good so we may bless many more people as 
we come out of this. Pray for ways to reach children and youth in this time. 

For people to find faith that would endure and that they would recognise all of us can rely on 
no one but God for eternal life. Pray for those who have drifted away from church. 

Pray for the future of the Church of England, that it might be renewed and transformed by 
the Spirit and return to its biblical roots given by Cranmer and the reformers. 

Pray: Lord Jesus Christ, thank you that you are my Saviour and Redeemer. As I face 
challenges, I ask that you would enter into my circumstances and deliver me from all trouble. 
Bless me so that I can be a blessing to others. Help me to love like you would love, serve like 
you would serve and live the life I was designed to live. I ask that you would transform my 
life so that I would resemble you. To you, my God, be glory, majesty, dominion, and 
authority, before all time and now and forever. In your mighty name. Amen. 


